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Professor of Physics and Geophysics, Leon joined the UCLA faculty more than 60 years 
ago, in 1950.  He was known for his extraordinary intellect and for his delight in sharing his 
knowledge and in exchanging ideas.  He was a gifted educator who took great joy in teaching 
and in seeing his students develop into scholars. 

-

number more than 365, and many demonstrate his endearing sense of humor.  

Some of the papers he wrote decades ago are still cited today.  Two of them establish 
what are widely recognized as founding principles of modern seismology.  Leon was regarded 
as the father of theoretical seismology. By applying ideas from mathematical physics to seis-

and he was one of the original members of UCLA’s Institute of Ethnomusicology soon after its 
start in 1960.

Leon’s international ties were strong.  He traveled widely to attend conferences and to 
work with colleagues all over the world.  He was awarded an honorary doctorate from the 

Society, and the Seismological Society of America.  Leon was a member of the three top honor 
societies in the U.S.:  the National Academy of Sciences, the American Philosophical Society, 

Lecturer in 1972.

 In 2000, UCLA’s IGPP honored Leon’s 75th birthday and his 50th anniversary at UCLA 

former Ph.D. students attended, along with many colleagues and former postdocs, some from 

Festschrift volume in his honor.

 A man with broad interests, Leon had a deep love for and encyclopedic knowledge of 
classical music.  He played piano and harpsichord and for many years hosted chamber  
music sessions at home.  His backpacking expeditions in the Sierra Nevada and in mountains 

especially with his wife and children, and they shared many adventures together.  Cherished 

family, their relatives, and their friends to attend college.  He had a very happy childhood and 
loved his parents dearly.

Leon was a superb father and a remarkable husband, greatly beloved by his wife, 

a man of integrity, brilliance, humor, generosity, kindness, modesty, and a great sense of fun 
and adventure.  He was an extraordinary human being.

In the near future you may access a website set up in Leon’s honor for today’s tributes, today’s 
photos, obituary articles, his CV and publication list, and other information about his life:    

leon.knopoff.com
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